
 

PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CLOSURE OF THE L’ÎLE-AUX-TOURTES BRIDGE:  

CITIZENS' SAFETY MUST BE A PRIORITY. 
 

SAINTE-ANNE-DE-BELLEVUE, May 21, 2021 - The City of Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue takes note of 

the information shared this morning at the press conference concerning the closure of the Île-

aux-Tourtes bridge, unveiled by François Bonnardel, Minister of Transport, together with Chantal 

Rouleau, Minister responsible for Transport and Minister responsible for the Metropolis and the 

Montreal region. Although the Ministry of Transport and its experts technically seem to have the 

situation well in hand, the City of Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue wishes to raise significant concerns 

about the impact of the bridge's closure on citizen's safety.  

The bridge's closure has considerable repercussions on public safety since it completely encircles 

the City of Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue and its citizens. The City is now entirely immobilized by 

increased traffic congestion, blocking streets and primary arteries. This situation is worrying for 

the citizens of Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue because it compromises the circulation of emergency 

vehicles in several sectors. 

"The impact of the Île-aux-Tourtes bridge situation on the safety of the citizens of Sainte-Anne-

de-Bellevue and the West Island of Montreal is of great concern to us. In his plan, Minister 

Bonnardel must include mitigation measures to ensure the safety of our citizens. At this moment, 

we are the most affected City on the Island of Montreal, and we ask for special attention," said 

Paola Hawa, Mayor of Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue. 

Considering that the Minister of Transport is currently evaluating the work plan and is not able to 

determine a date for the reopening of the bridge, the City wishes to emphasize that a significant 

part of the enclave problem is traffic, weighty on the Boulevard des Anciens-Combattants and in 

the streets. In this sense, the City considers that the minister must take extraordinary measures 

to direct the trucks to other bypass lanes.  

"We certainly cannot solve the whole problem with a snap of the fingers, but we have a 

responsibility to quickly take the necessary measures to minimize the impact on our citizens. 

When it comes to security, we must join forces and work closely together," Mrs. Hawa concluded. 
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